Public attitudes toward cancer pain.
This study examined public attitudes toward pain associated with cancer and its treatment. A variety of issues were assessed, including the extent to which pain is associated with cancer, fear of pain as a factor in the decision to delay seeking treatment, and concerns about the use of narcotic analgesics for pain control. A statewide sample of 496 adult Wisconsin residents completed a telephone interview. It was found that cancer was perceived as an extremely painful disease relative to other medical conditions. Eighteen percent of the respondents reported that they might be reluctant to seek medical attention due to fear of pain. Concerns about disease- and treatment-related pain were rated as significant psychosocial concerns. There were multiple concerns expressed about the consequences of using narcotic analgesics for pain control. Implications for public education and patient management are discussed.